


WELCOME TO WORSHIP
SEPTEMBER 6, 2026

We welcome all who are visiting with us today.
It is good to have you in worship with us. Please introduce yourself to
Pastor Phil this morning and let us know if there is any way
we may be of service to you or your family.

Silent Reflection: "Judging others makes us blind, wheteas love is illuminating. By
judging others, we blind ourselves to our own evil and to the grace which others are
just as entitled to as we are." ~ Dietrich Bonhoeffer - The Cost of Discipleship

ANNOUNCEMENTS

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELLS
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP

ONE:  When two or three gather, Christ lives in every moment.

ALL:  Where two or three gather, Christ is present with them.

ONE:  Where two or three gather to worship God,

ALL:  Glad songs of praise are lifted, hearts are filled with hope.

ONE:  When two or three gather to serve God’s creation,

ALL:  Christ is feeding the hungry, Christ is building shelters of peace.

Portions reprinted [or adapted] by permission of United Chutch Press from Taught by
Love: Worship Resources for Year A by Lavon Bayler. Copyright 1998.

Portions reprinted [or adapted] by permission of Thom M. Shuman from Playing Hop-
scoteh in Heaven: Lectionary Liturgies for RCL. Year A4 by Thom M. Shuman. Copytight
2013.



HYMN Christ is Made the Sure Foundation INSERT

CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

O Lotd, you do not ask much of us — to love, to serve, to welcome. Yet, too often, it
is words of bitterness we speak to friends and family. It is our hardened hearts people
find, when they reach out, hoping to touch grace. Forgive us, O God. We are broken,
so make us whole through the life of Christ. We are empty of peace, so fill us with the
reconciling Spitit of Christ. We ate alone, so take us by the hand and lead us into your
kingdom of joy and grace, brought to us through Jesus Christ. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

GLORIA PATRI 734

PASSING OF THE PEACE

A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US ($k:p if no children are in attendance)
Prayer for the children (w#ison):

We send blessings upon our children for all God’s love,

all Christ’s friendship and all the caring of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Song Response
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power,
send us grace.

SCRIPTURE:
Exodus 12:1-14
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20

HYMN Go Down, Moses 618

SERMON



SEPTEMBER 6, 2026 (€) FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

INVITATION TO OFFERING

GIVE THANKS:
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, Give thanks becanse he’s
geven Jesus Christ his Son. And now let the weak say 1 am strong,” Let the poor say “1
am rich,” because of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

May these offerings help to free your people, O God, from bondage to sin. Unite us
in a community of mutual caring in which differences are resolved as we listen to one
another and seek to offer understanding. May the light of your love shine through all
our efforts to share your good news. Keep us in the light when we are tempted to

ignore and violate your commandments. With these prayers, we dedicate our gifts.
Amen.

HYMN Come, Share the Lord 696

© 1984, 1987 Fred Bock Music Company

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION -- Insett
PRAYERS OF OUR CHURCH/SILENT PRAYERS/LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER RESPONSE Into My Heart 485
Into my beart, into nry heart, come into my heart, Lord Jesus.
Come in today, come in to stay, come into my heart, Lord Jesus.

* HYMN Blest Be the Tie That Binds 393
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Cover Attribution: Harper, Nathan. Love One Another, from Art in the Chtistian
Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.

https://diglib library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.plPRC=55213.

Original source: http://www.flickr.com/photos/bottleleaf/2601995651/.




CHURCH ATTENDANCE, AUGUST 30, 2026

St. John’s —8  St. Jacob — 41

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

Pastor’s office hours: Tuesday through Thursday: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Secretary’s office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

St. Jacob Phone: 618-644-2142 / St. Jacob E-mail: stjucc@hometel.com
Website: stjacobucc.org

Pastor Phil Batbier: Phone: 314-312-2347 / E-mail: pastor@hometel.com

SERVING YOU TODAY
Council Person Dian Gansmann
Liturgist Kay Guse
Accompanist: Melissa Anderson Taylor

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

St. John’s:  Roger Baer, Kenzie Barker, Nancy McCaw, and
Sean & Dustin, sons of Margie & Wally Foxworthy

St. Jacob:  Carol Casperson, Jackie Miller, Annie Noll, and Ethan Rock

IL South Conference: Fach week the chutches of the Illinois South Conference are
asked to pray for congregations and their pastors and other ministries of the UCC. This
week we are asked to pray for:

Church & Pastors

- Evangelical UCC, Highland - Rev. William (Sally) Kapp
- St. Peter UCC Hookdale, Smithboro

Retired Pastors

- Rev. Dr. Robert E. (Jay) Lee




UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Renee & John Bippen, 18 years, Sept. 6
Dianne Doll, Sept. 7
Larry Robison, Sept. 10
Karen Schultze, Sept. 11
Tim Churist, Sept. 12

CALENDAR/ANNOUNCEMENTS

MONDAY: LABOR DAY

WEDNESDAY: Every Ladies Fellowship meeting, 10 a.m.

SEPTEMBER 16: Adult Bible Study, 10 a.m., Heritage Hall or 7 p.m., in the office
meeting space

SEPTEMBER 17: St. John’s Council meeting, 7:15 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 21: St. Jacob Council meeting, 7 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 26: Fellowship Breakfast, 8-9:30 a.m., Heritage Hall, all ate welcome,
freewill offering

SEPTEMBER 26: Fall workday, 9:30 a.m., St. Jacob UCC

WINNERS OF THE BBQ MEAT BONANZA DRAWING
The winners of the ELFs BBQ Meat Bonanza drawing gift certificates, held Aug. 30
tollowing worship, are:
Katie Schultz - $250
Diane Frey - $150
Carla Zobrist - $50

Congratulations to the winners and thank you to everyone who supported this ELFs
fundraiser. Proceeds will be used for mission giving, including sponsoring a gitl in
Kentucky, improvements to the Memorial Garden and other church landscaping
projects, etc.

ST. JACOB UCC SUNDAY SCHOOL RETURNS SEPT. 27
St. Jacob UCC Sunday School begins at 9 a.m., Sunday, Sept. 27. Class will be held
from 9-10 a.m. every second and fourth Sunday thereafter. All childten from pre-K to
5% grade atre invited to join the fun. To register contact the church office: e-mail:
stiucc@hometel.com, ot call 618-644-2142.




WALK WITH GOD

Come join out St. Jacob UCC walking group, called “Walk with God.” Anyone who
likes to take walks, be in nature and share in unity is encouraged to join us. We hope to
get members of the chutch together a couple times a week to walk and be visible in the
community. We will meet at the church and decide from there where we would like to
walk. Days and times are to be determined by the participants. If you’re interested in
walking with our “Walk with God” group, ot would like more information, contact the
church office at 618-644-2142 ot e-mail: stjucc@hometel.com.

VOLUNTEER LITURGISTS AT ST. JACOB
We are looking for volunteers willing to read scripture, no long-term commitment, just
one Sunday at a time. Everyone from the congregation is invited to take part in helping
to lead wotship. There is a sign-up sheet located on the table in the Narthex.

ON-LINE GIVING OPTION
An on-line giving option is available on St. Jacob UCC’s web site
(https://stjacobucc.otg/). Thete are two ways to access the on-line giving option: the
first is the “DONATE” button located on the top-right corner of the “Home Page,”
and the second is by clicking on “RESOURCES” and then “DONATE.” If you have
any issues using the on-line giving option, contact the church office at (618) 644-2142.

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
With the inflation these past few months, use of local food pantties has been high, and
donations have been low. To help our communities we have a donation tub/box for
food pantty donations in the sanctuary at St. John’s and St. Jacob.

Items for St. John's (For Lebanon Matthew 25:40 Ministries):

September Shopping list: Spam, pudding cups, canned chicken, pasta sides, canned
tuna, corn, canned beef, green beans, household cleaner, & paper towels

Items for St. Jacob (Ministries Unlimited): Pop-tarts, oatmeal, cheese cracker
sandwiches, beef jerky, fruit cups, Vienna sausages, ketchup, mustard, broth, cooked
ham, pasta sauce, jelly, pancake mix, & syrup

BLESSING BOX LOCATED AT ST. JACOB UCC
The “Blessing Box” (located on the east side of St. Jacob UCC) can use donations of
non-petishable food, hygiene products, and other items for those in need. Anyone can
donate - items ate anonymously given and received. Please consider blessing our neigh-
bors in need, and if you are in need, please feel free to stop by.



FIRST LESSON: Exodus 12:1-14

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, “This month will be the first month; it will be the first
month of the year for you. Tell the whole Israelite community: On the tenth day of this month they must take
a lamb for each household, a lamb per house. If a household is too small for a lamb, it should share one with
a neighbor nearby. You should divide the lamb in proportion to the number of people who will be eating it.
Your lamb should be a flawless year-old male. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You should
keep close watch over it until the fourteenth day of this month. At twilight on that day, the whole assembled
Israelite community should slaughter their lambs. They should take some of the blood and smear it on the two
doorposts and on the beam over the door of the houses in which they are eating. That same night they should
eat the meat roasted over the fire. They should eat it along with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Don’t eat
any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over fire with its head, legs, and internal organs. Don't let any of
it remain until morning, and burn any of it left over in the morning. This is how you should eat it. You should
be dressed, with your sandals on your feet and your walking stick in your hand. You should eat the meal in a
hurry. It is the Passover of the Lord. I'll pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I'll strike down every
oldest child in the land of Egypt, both humans and animals. I'll impose judgments on all the gods of Egypt. |
am the Lord. The blood will be your sign on the houses where you live. Whenever | see the blood, I'll pass
over you. No plague will destroy you when | strike the land of Egypt.

“This day will be a day of remembering for you. You will observe it as a festival to the Lord. You will
observe it in every generation as a regulation for all time.

SECOND LESSON: Romans 13:8-14
Don’t be in debt to anyone, except for the obligation to love each other. Whoever loves another person has
fulfilled the Law. The commandments, Don’t commit adultery, don’t murder, don’t steal, don’t desire what
others have, and any other commandments, are all summed up in one word: You must love your neighbor as
yourself. Love doesn’t do anything wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is what fulfills the Law.

As you do all this, you know what time it is. The hour has already come for you to wake up from your sleep.
Now our salvation is nearer than when we first had faith. The night is almost over, and the day is near. So let’s
get rid of the actions that belong to the darkness and put on the weapons of light. Let’s behave appropriately
as people who live in the day, not in partying and getting drunk, not in sleeping around and obscene behavior,
not in fighting and obsession. Instead, dress yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ, and don’t plan to indulge your
selfish desires.

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20

“If your brother or sister sins against you, go and correct them when you are alone together. If they
listen to you, then you’ve won over your brother or sister. But if they won't listen, take with you one or two
others so that every word may be established by the mouth of two or three witnesses. But if they still won’t
pay attention, report it to the church. If they won’t pay attention even to the church, treat them as you would
a Gentile and tax collector. | assure you that whatever you fasten on earth will be fastened in heaven. And
whatever you loosen on earth will be loosened in heaven. Again | assure you that if two of you agree on earth
about anything you ask, then my Father who is in heaven will do it for you. For where two or three are gathered
in my name, I'm there with them.”

From the Common English Bible Copyright © 2011



SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

INVITATION

ONE:

ALL:

Jesus said: I am the btead of life. You who come to me shall not hunget; you who
believe in me shall never thirst.

In company with all who hunger for spiritual food, we come to this table to
know the risen Christ in the sharing of this life-giving bread.

COMMUNION PRAYER

ONE:

ALL:

ONE:

ALL:

ONE:

ALL:

ONE:

ONE.:

God be with you

And also with you

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to the God Most High.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Holy God, out loving Creatot, you ate as close to us as our breathing, and you are as
distant as the farthest star. We thank you for yout constant love for all you have
made. We thank you for all that sustains life, for all people of faith around the world
and of evety generation who have given themselves to your will, and especially for
Jesus Chtist, who you sent from your own being as our Savior. We praise you for
Christ’s birth, life, death, and resutrection, and for the calling forth of your church
for its mission in the wotld. Gifted by the presence of your Holy Spirit, we offer
outselves to you as we unite our prayets with the entire family of your faithful people,
everywhere and in every time:

: Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the Highest!

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lotd.
Hosanna in the Highest!

Merciful God, as sisters and brothers in faith, we trecall anew these wotds and acts of
Jesus Christ. We remember that Jesus ate and drank with the poor and with the
wealthy, with the sinful and tighteous alike. When he saw the multitude that followed
him with nothing to eat, he took some loaves of bread, and a few fish, and after giving
thanks to you he divided the bread and gave it to the multitude. And all ate and wete
filled. When his atrest seemed neat, Jesus sat at table in an upper room, with his
closest friends and disciples. As he had done so many times before, he took the bread




ONE:

ALL:

and after giving thanks to you he shared it among the disciples, vowing to continue
his work in spite of the risk. He said, “I will not eat this again until it is fulfilled in
the kingdom of God. Do this in remembrance of me.” Likewise, after the meal, he
took the cup and after giving thanks he gave it to them saying, “Truly I tell you, I will
never drink of the fruit of the vine until I drink it new with you in the kingdom of
God.” Do this as often as you drink it, in temembtance of me.” For a time it seemed
that all was lost. Jesus was executed by the authotities, and his disciples scattered in
fear and despair. But at an evening meal in Emmaus, and at a breakfast campfire by
the Sea of Galilee, Jesus once more took the bread, and aftet giving thanks to you he
divided it and gave it to his disciples, opening their eyes, binding up their wounded
hearts, continuing the meal, and  revealing plainly that yout steadfast love is stronget
even than death, and your labor with us continues, for the sake of your realm.

Therefore, let us proclaim the mystery of out faith.

: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Holy one, pour out your blessings on this food we have gatheted for yout people.
May it be multiplied like the loaves and fishes at Galilee and feed and bless them and
bring them closer to you.

Pout out your Holy Spirit on this bread and cup, and on us, yout children. Bless all
of us in our eating and drinking at this table that our eyes may be opened, and we may
recognize the risen Christ in our midst, in each other, and in all for whom Christ died.

Through Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Al-
mighty God, now and forever. Amen.

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

Hosts are gluten free.
Juice in the center ring and wine in the outer rings.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (unison)

Bountiful God, we give you thanks that you have refreshed us at your table by grant-
ing us the presence of Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase out love for one anothet,
and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the powet of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.



CHRISTIAN UNITY

400

Eph. 2:20-22; 1 Pet. 2:4-7

Christ Is Made the Sure

Foundation

Latin, 6th-8th century

Transl. John Mason Neale, 1851, alt.
St. 3 adapt. Thomas H. Troeger, 1992
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The hymn has its origins in an early Latin poem, Urbs beata
Jerusalem, based on puassages from Ephesians, 1 Peter, and
Revelation. “Holy Zion” refers to the church transcendent, built
of “living stones"—the saints of God.

Tune:

Alternate tune:

i

REGENT SQUARE 8.7.8.7.8.7.

Henry T. Smart, 1867

WESTMINSTER ABBEY







