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WELCOME TO WORSHIP
AUGUST 23, 2026

We welcome all who are visiting with us today.
It is good to have you in worship with us. Please introduce yourself to
Pastor Phil this morning and let us know if there is any way
we may be of service to you or your family.

Silent Reflection: "We are setting ourselves up for disappointment if our hope is
built on anything less than Jesus." ~ Shane Claiborne

ANNOUNCEMENTS

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELLS
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP

ONE:  Our help is in the name of the Lord,

ALL:  who made heaven and earth.

ONE:  Our joy comes from the heart of God,

ALL:  who transforms us into the open-handed givers of hope.
ONE:  Our grace comes from God’s compassion,

ALL:  who breaks the bonds which tie us to sin and death.
ONE:  Blessed be the Lotd our God!

ALL:  who reveals to us the One who brings us new life!

Portions reprinted [or adapted] by permission of United Church Press from Taught by
Love: Worship Resources for Year A by Lavon Bayler. Copytight 1998.

Portions reprinted [or adapted] by permission of Thom M. Shuman from Playing
Hopscoteh in Heaven: Lectionary Liturgies for RCL Year A by Thom M. Shuman.
Copyright 2013.



HYMN Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above 56

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (#nzson)

We look for you in all the wrong places, God of the lost, and we wonder why we
cannot find you. We wandet the cortidors of powet while you are on the sidewalks,
beside the homeless. We sit at the head tables of the wotld, while you are handing out
soup to the hungty at the kitchen’s backdoor. We applaud those who win the race,
while you ate cheeting on those in last place. Forgive us, O God, and transform out
cold hearts into hearts melted in setvice to others. Grant us mercy and challenge us
to think of all those we ignore. Gift us with grace and enable us to proclaim your
good news of peace and love. Amen.,

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
GLORIA PATRI 734

A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US (Skp if no children are in attendance)
Prayer for the children (#nison):

We send blessings upon our children for all God’s love,

all Christ’s friendship and all the caring of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Song Response
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power,
send us grace.

SCRIPTURE:
Exodus 1:8-2:10
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

HYMN Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken 598

SERMON



AUGUST 23, 2026 (C) THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

HYMN I Am Thine, O Lord 408
INVITATION TO OFFERING
DOXOLOGY:

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below,
praise hine above, ye heavenly hosts; Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

Recetve our offering, gracious God, as an expression of our thankfulness. In your
church, we are privileged to cultivate the dimensions of our lives that give meaning
and purpose to all we do. Here we become aware that the greatest gifts we receive are
not material as we learn how best to use the particulat gifts you give us. May many be
blessed through our sharing of these offetings and our sharing of ourselves. Amen.

PRAYERS OF OUR CHURCH/SILENT PRAYERS/LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER RESPONSE Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus

Tourn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in bis wonderful face,
and the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of his glory and grace.

* HYMN Take My Life and Let it Be 466
BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

Cover Attribution: Solomon, Simeon, 1840-1905. Mother of Moses, from Art in the

Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt University Divinity Libtary, Nashville,
TN. https://actlibrary.vanderbilt.edu/artworks/57539. Original source: https://com-
mons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Simeon Solomon - The Mother of Moses.jpg.




CHURCH ATTENDANCE, AUGUST 16, 2026

St. John’s =9 St. Jacob — 25

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

Pastor’s office hours: Tuesday through Thursday: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Secretary’s office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

St. Jacob Phone: 618-644-2142 / St. Jacob E-mail: stjucc@hometel.com
Website: stjacobucc.org

Pastor Phil Barbier: Phone: 314-312-2347 / E-mail: pastor@hometel.com

SERVING YOU TODAY

Council Person/Liturgist ~ Carol Kynion
Accompanist: Melissa Anderson Taylor

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

St. John’s: Roger Baer, Kenzie Barker, Nancy McCaw, and
Sean & Dustin, sons of Margie & Wally Foxworthy

St. Jacob:  Carol Caspetson, Jackie Miller, and Ethan Rock

IL South Conference: Each week the churches of the Illinois South Conference ate
asked to pray for congregations and their pastors and other ministries of the UCC. "This
week we ate asked to pray for:

Church & Pastors

- St. John UCC, Granite City

- Grantfork UCC - Rev. Nancy Brooks
Retired Pastors

- Rev. Gary (Joyce) Kniepkamp




UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS

Evagene Gusewelle, Aug. 23
Carla Zobrist, Aug. 27
Robert Bittle, Aug. 29
Sophia Lowe, Aug. 29

CALENDAR/ANNOUNCEMENTS
AUGUST 30: BBQ Bonanza drawing & potluck lunch following worship, St. Jacob

BBQ MEAT BONANZA DRAWING AUG. 30
The ELFs organization, in conjunction with Korte Meat Pro-
cessing, Inc., are offering a chance to win one of three prizes:
$250, $150 & $50 toward the cost of Korte’s barbeque meats
in exchange for your donation. Tickets ate $3 each or four for
$10. Ticket packets have been mailed out; additional ticket
packets are available on the table in the Narthex for you to sell
to friends, family, or purchase yourself. The drawing will be
held following worship Aug. 30, where the winners’ names will be drawn. Drop your
donation/tickets into the Batbeque safe located on the table in the Narthex or mail
them to: 207 West Main Street, St. Jacob, IL. 62281.

WALK WITH GOD

Come join our St. Jacob UCC walking group, called “Walk with God.” Anyone who
likes to take walks, be in nature and share in unity is encouraged to join us. We hope to
get members of the church together a couple times a week to walk and be visible in the
community. We will meet at the church and decide from there where we would like to
walk. Days and times are to be determined by the patticipants. If you’re interested in
walking with our “Walk with God” group, ot would like more information, contact the
church office at 618-644-2142 ot e-mail: stjucc@hometel.com.

VOLUNTEER LITURGISTS AT ST. JACOB
We are looking for volunteers willing to read scripture, no long-tetm commitment, just
one Sunday at a time. Everyone from the congregation is invited to take patt in helping
to lead worship. There is a sign-up sheet located on the table in the Narthex.




FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
With the inflation these past few months, use of local food pantties has been high, and
donations have been low. To help our communities we have a donation tub/box for
food pantry donations in the sanctuaty at St. John’s and St. Jacob.

Items for St. John's (For Lebanon Matthew 25:40 Ministries):

August Shopping list: Peanut butter, jelly, juice, ground coffee, canned pasta, rice,
mashed potatoes, pork & beans, razors & shaving cream

September Shopping list: Spam, pudding cups, canned chicken, pasta sides, canned
tuna, corn, canned beef, green beans, household cleaner, & paper towels

Items for St. Jacob (Ministries Unlimited): Pop-tarts, oatmeal, cheese cracker
sandwiches, beef jerky, fruit cups, Vienna sausages, ketchup, mustatd, broth, cooked
ham, pasta sauce, jelly, pancake mix, & syrup

FIRST LESSON: Exodus 1:8-2:10

Now a new king came to power in Egypt who didn’t know Joseph. He said to his people, “The Israelite people are
now larger in number and stronger than we are. Come on, let’s be smart and deal with them. Otherwise, they will
only grow in number. And if war breaks out, they will join our enemies, fight against us, and then escape from the
land.” As aresult, the Egyptians put foremen of forced work gangs over the israelites to harass them with hard work.
They had to build storage cities named Pithom and Rameses for Pharach. But the more they were oppressed, the
more they grew and spread, so much so that the Egyptians started to lock at the Israelites with disgust and dread.
So the Egyptians enslaved the Israelites. They made their lives miserable with hard labor, making mortar and bricks,
doing field work, and by forcing them to do all kinds of other cruel work.

The king of Egypt spoke to two Hebrew midwives named Shiphrah and Puah: “When you are helping the Hebrew
women give birth and you see the baby being born, if it's a boy, kill him. But if it’s a girl, you can let her live.” Now
the two midwives respected God so they didn’t obey the Egyptian king’s order. Instead, they let the baby boys live.

So the king of Egypt called the two midwives and said to them, “Why are you doing this? Why are you letting the
baby boys live?”

The two midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because Hebrew women aren’t like Egyptian women. They’re much stronger
and give birth before any midwives can get to them.” So God treated the midwives well, and the people kept on
multiplying and became very strong. And because the midwives respected God, God gave them households of their
own.

Then Pharaoh gave an order to all his people: “Throw every baby boy born to the Hebrews into the Nile River, but
you can let all the girls live.”

Now a man from Levi’s household married a Levite woman. The woman became pregnant and gave birth to a son.
She saw that the baby was healthy and beautiful, so she hid him for three months. When she couldn’t hide him any
longer, she took a reed basket and sealed it up with black tar. She put the child in the basket and set the basket
among the reeds at the riverbank. The baby’s older sister stood watch nearby to see what would happen to him.



(Continued from inside)

Pharaoh’s daughter came down to bathe in the river, while her women servants walked along beside the river. She
saw the basket among the reeds, and she sent one of her servants to bring it to her. When she opened it, she saw
the child. The boy was crying, and she felt sorry for him. She said, “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children.”

Then the baby’s sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Would you like me to go and find one of the Hebrew women to
nurse the child for you?”

Pharaoh’s daughter agreed, “Yes, do that.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said
to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I'll pay you for your work.” So the woman took the child and nursed
it. After the child had grown up, she brought him back to Pharach’s daughter, who adopted him as her son. She
named him Moses, “because,” she said, “l pulled him out of the water.”

SECOND LESSON: Romans 12:1-8
So, brothers and sisters, because of God’s mercies, | encourage you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice that
is holy and pleasing to God. This is your appropriate priestly service. Don’t be conformed to the patterns of this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds so that you can figure out what God’s will is — what is good
and pleasing and mature.

Because of the grace that God gave me, | can say to each one of you: don’t think of yourself more highly than you
ought to think. Instead, be reasonable since God has measured out a portion of faith to each one of you. We have
many parts in one body, but the parts don’t all have the same function. In the same way, though there are many of
us, we are one body in Christ, and individually we belong to each other. We have different gifts that are consistent
with God’s grace that has been given to us. If your gift is prophecy, you should prophesy in proportion to your faith.
If your gift is service, devote yourself to serving. If your gift is teaching, devote yourself to teaching. If your gift is
encouragement, devote yourself to encouraging. The one giving should do it with no strings attached. The leader
should lead with passion. The one showing mercy should be cheerful.

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20

Now when Jesus came to the area of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Human One
is?”

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.”
He said, “And what about you? Who do you say that | am?”
Simon Peter said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Then jesus replied, “Happy are you, Simon son of Jonah, because no human has shown this to you. Rather my Father
who is in heaven has shown you. | tell you that you are Peter. And I'll build my church on this rock. The gates of
the underworld won't be able to stand against it. I'll give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Anything you
fasten on earth will be fastened in heaven. Anything you loosen on earth will be loosened in heaven.” Then he
ordered the disciples not to tell anybody that he was the Christ.

From the Common English Bible Copyright © 2011




