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WELCOME TO WORSHIP
JUNE 21, 2026

We welcome all who are visiting with us today.
It is good to have you in worship with us. Please introduce yourself to
Pastor Phil this morning and let us know if there is any way
we might be of service to you or your family.

Silent Reflection: "Christ goes to the cross, and we ate invited to follow to the same
cross. Not because it is the cross, but because it is His." ~ Peter Kreeft

ANNOUNCEMENTS

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELLS
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP

ONE:  There is no hope like you, O God!

ALL: Hope for those who cry out from the deserts of their lives.

ONE:  There is no grace like you, O God!

ALL:  Grace for those rejected, ignored, and cast aside by the world.

ONE:  There is no love like you, O God!

ALL:  Love for those who have known days of trouble and nights of
loneliness.

ONE:  There is no one like you, O God!

ALL: No one like God in all creation!

Portions reprinted [or adapted] by permission of United Church Press from Taught by
Love: Worship Resources for Year A by Lavon Bayler. Copyright 1998.

Portions reprinted [or adapted] by permission of Thom M. Shuman from Playing Hop-
scoteh in Heaven: Lectionary Liturgies for RCL. Year A by Thom M. Shuman. Copyright
2013.



HYMN Stand Up and Bless the Lord 1
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

It is never easy to confess out sins to you, Listening God. When we have a
chance to speak up for the outsider, we too often join in sending them away
into the wilderness of hopelessness. When we could shout good news to the
needy wotld, out voices drop to a whispetr. When we could abound in grace,
we continue to wallow in wrongdoing. Forgive us, O God, and have mercy on
us. Show us signs of your hope, that we might point others to you, and help us
when we ate weakest and save us when we cannot save ourselves. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
GLORIA PATRI 734

A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US (Sk:p #f no children are in attendance)

Prayer for the children (#nison):
We send blessings upon our children for all God’s love,
all Christ’s friendship and all the caring of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Song Response
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power,
send us grace.

SCRIPTURE:
Genesis 21:8-21
Romans 6:1b-11
Matthew 10:24-39

HYMN The Old Rugged Cross SOLO
SERMON
APOSTLES’ CREED - Insert



JUNE 21, 2026 (C) FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

HYMN ""Take Up Your Cross," the Savior Said 351

INVITATION TO OFFERING

GIVE THANKS:

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, Give thanfks becanse he's
given Jesus Christ bis Son. And now let the weak say “1 am strong,” Let the poor say ‘1
am rich,” becanse of what the Lord has done for ns. Give thanks!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)
For all the great and wondrous things you have done for us, O God, we are
grateful. You give us strength to go on when we ate troubled and
discouraged. You grant newness of life as we share in Chtist’s resurtection.
We want to pass on the good news through this offering and by the way we live
each day. Lead us and guide us in your steadfast love, that we might channel
your gift to all we meet. Amen.

PRAYERS OF OUR CHURCH/SILENT PRAYERS/LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER RESPONSE Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus

Turn_your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face;
and the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of his glory and grace.

* HYMN I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 344
BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

Cover Attribution: Hill of Crosses - Saiuilia, Lithuania, from Art in the Christian Tra-
dition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Libraty, Nashville, TN,

https://diglib library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink. plPRC=55873.

Original source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/benbeiske /2436563279,




CHURCH ATTENDANCE, JUNE 14, 2026

St. John’s =12 St. Jacob —29

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

Pastot’s office hours: Tuesday through Thursday: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Secretary’s office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

St. Jacob Phone: 618-644-2142 / St. Jacob E-mail: stjucc@hometel.com
Website: stjacobucc.org

Pastor Phil Barbier: Phone: 314-312-2347 / E-mail: pastor@hometel.com

SERVING YOU TODAY
Council Person Audrey Yann
Liturgist Angela Imming
Accompanist: Melody Hollis

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

St. John’s:  Roger Baer, Kenzie Barker, Pat Kennedy, Nancy McCaw,
and Sean & Dustin, sons of Margie & Wally Foxworthy

St. Jacob:  Carol Casperson, Loti Foley, Ken Frutiger, Norma Logsdon,
Jackie Miller, Joanne Meyer, Taylor Ostrander, Robin Pollman,
Kathy Ritter, Ethan Rock, and Olin Zweck

IL South Conference: Fach week the churches of the Illinois South Conference are
asked to pray for congregations and their pastots and other ministries of the UCC. This
week we are asked to pray for:

Church & Pastors

- Zion UCC, Central City - Rev. Nancy Peebles

- St. John UCC, Collinsville - Rev. Miranda (Courtney) Moeller
Retired Pastors

- Rev. Jerry (Loti) MeCaskey




UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Audrey Bolk, June 21
Margie & Wally Foxworthy, 19 years, June 23
DiAnn & Gary Rufer, 52 years, June 23
Collin Woods, June 23

CALENDAR/ANNOUNCEMENTS

TODAY: FATHER’S DAY
MONDAY: St. Jacob Council meeting, 6 p.m.

SUMMER LUNCH PROGRAM NEEDS VOLUNTEERS/DONATIONS
Volunteers and donations are needed for the free school lunch progtam. We’te accept-
ing monetary donations to purchase lunch supplies. Lunches are provided each day,
however, St. Jacob UCC is only responsible for Tuesdays and Thursdays. Lunches ate
served from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the St. Jacob Elementary School (outdoor class-
room). Volunteers are needed from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., to assemble lunches, as well as
clean-up afterward. A sign-up sheet is located on the table in the Narthex. For more
information, Audrey Yann, 618-567-8013 or Carol Kynion, 618-401-8805.

LEBANON SCHOOL DISTRICT SUMMER LUNCH PROGRAM
The Summer Grab-N-Go Lunch Program has returned for its 4th year this summet!
This program is available for school-aged children in Lebanon ot Summetfield every
Monday—Friday. Lunches are first-come, first-served. Statting this year, children must
be present to receive lunch. Pickup Locations are the Summerfield Fire Department,
Rooted Community Church, and the Lebanon High School Parking Lot.

VOLUNTEER LITURGISTS AT ST. JACOB
We are looking for volunteers willing to read sctiptute, no long-term commitment, just
one Sunday at a time. Everyone from the congtregation is invited to take part in helping
to lead worship. There is a sign-up sheet located on the table in the Narthex.

LAWN MOWING VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED
Please volunteer to mow the church lawn. There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the
Narthex at St. Jacob.




WALK WITH GOD

Come join our St. Jacob UCC walking group, called “Walk with God.” Anyone who
likes to take walks, be in nature and shate in unity is encouraged to join us. We hope to
get members of the church together a couple times a week to walk and be visible in the
community. We will meet at the chutch and decide from thete where we would like to
walk. Days and times are to be determined by the patticipants. If you’re interested in
participating and would like more information, contact the church office at 618-644-
2142 or e-mail: stjucc@hometel.com.

ON-LINE GIVING OPTION
An on-line giving option is available on St. Jacob UCCs web site
(https://stjacobucc.org/). Thete are two  ways to  access the
on-line giving option: the first is the “DONATE” button located on the top-right
cotnet of the “Home Page,” and the second is by clicking on “RESOURCES” and then
“DONATE.” If you have any issues using the on-line giving option, please contact the
church office at (618) 644-2142.

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
With the inflation these past few months, use of local food pantties has been high, and
donations have been low. To help out communities we have a donation tub/box for
food pantty donations in the sanctuary at St. John’s and St. Jacob.

Items for St. John's (For Lebanon Matthew 25:40 Ministries):

June Shopping list: Canned corn, BBQ sauce, chili beans, Pop Tarts, canned
tomatoes, plain pasta, canned soup, pudding cups, toothpaste, & dental cream
July Shopping list: Sytup, mac & cheese, pancake mix, peas & carrots, oatmeal,
granola bats, ceteal, Heatty soup, laundry detergent, & gallon/quart bags

Items for St. Jacob (Ministries Unlimited): Pop-tarts, oatmeal, cheese cracker
sandwiches, beef jetky, fruit cups, Vienna sausages, ketchup, mustard, broth, cooked
ham, pasta sauce, jelly, pancake mix, & syrup

BLESSING BOX LOCATED AT ST. JACOB UCC
The “Blessing Box” (located on the east side of St. Jacob UCC) can use donations of
non-perishable food, hygiene products, and other items for those in need. Anyone can
donate -- items ate anonymously given and received. Please consider blessing our
neighbots in need, and if you are in need, please feel free to stop by.



FIRST LESSON: Genesis 21:8-21
The boy grew and stopped nursing. On the day he stopped nursing, Abraham prepared a huge banquet. Sarah saw
Hagar’s son laughing, the one Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham. So she said to Abraham, “Send this servant away with
her son! This servant’s son won't share the inheritance with my son Isaac.”

This upset Abraham terribly because the boy was his son. God said to Abraham, “Don’t be upset about the boy and your servant.,
Do everything Sarah tells you to do because your descendants will be traced through Isaac. But | will make of your servant’s son
a great nation too, because he is also your descendant.” Abraham got up early in the morning, took some bread and a flask of
water, and gave it to Hagar. He put the boy in her shoulder sling and sent her away.

She left and wandered through the desert near Beer-sheba. Finally the water in the flask ran out, and she put the boy down
under one of the desert shrubs. She walked away from him about as far as a bow shot and sat down,
telling herself, | can’t bear to see the boy die. She sat at a distance, cried out in grief, and wept.

God heard the boy’s cries, and God's messenger called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “Hagar! What's wrong? Don’t be
afraid. God has heard the boy’s cries over there. Get up, pick up the boy, and take him by the hand because | will make of him a
great nation.” Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well. She went over, filled the water flask, and gave the boy a drink.
God remained with the boy; he grew up, lived in the desert, and became an expert archer. He lived in the Paran desert, and his
mother found him an Egyptian wife.

SECOND LESSON: Romans 6:1b-11

Should we continue sinning so grace will multiply? Absolutely not! All of us died to sin. How can we still live in it? Or don’t you
know that all who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore, we were buried together with him
through baptism into his death, so that just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too can walk
in newness of life. If we were united together in a death like his, we will also be united together in a resurrection like his. This is
what we know: the person that we used to be was crucified with him in order to get rid of the corpse that had been controlled
by sin. That way we wouldn’t be slaves to sin anymore, because a person who has died has been freed from sin’s power. But if
we died with Christ, we have faith that we will also live with him. We know that Christ has been raised from the dead and he will
never die again. Death no longer has power over him. He died to sin once and for all with his death, but he lives for God with his
life. In the same way, you also should consider yourselves dead to sin but alive for God in Christ Jesus.

GOSPEL: Matthew 10:24-39
“Disciples aren’t greater than their teacher, and slaves aren’t greater than their master. It’s enough for disciples to be like their
teacher and slaves like their master. If they have called the head of the house Beelzebul, it’s certain that they will call the
members of his household by even worse names.

“Therefore, don’t be afraid of those people because nothing is hidden that won't be revealed, and nothing secret that won't be
brought out into the open. What 1 say to you in the darkness, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, announce from the
rooftops. Don’t be afraid of those who kill the body but can’t kill the soul. Instead, be afraid of the one who can destroy both
body and soul in hell. Aren’t two sparrows sold for a small coin? But not one of them will fall to the ground without your Father
knowing about it already. Even the hairs of your head are all counted. Don't be afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows.

“Therefore, everyone who acknowledges me before people, | also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven. But
everyone who denies me before people, | also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.

“Don’t think that !'ve come to bring peace to the earth. | haven’t come to bring peace but a sword. 've come to turn a man
against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. People’s enemies are
members of their own households.

“Those who love father or mother more than me aren’t worthy of me. Those who love son or daughter more than me aren’t
worthy of me. Those who don’t pick up their crosses and follow me aren’t worthy of me. Those who find their lives will lose
them, and those who lose their lives because of me will find them.

From the Common English Bible Copyright © 2011



THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lotd,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the universal Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resutrection of the body,

and the life everlasting,

Amen.






