


WELCOME TO WORSHIP
NOVEMBER 9, 2025

We welcome all who are visiting with us today.
It is good to have you in worship with us. Please introduce yourself to
Pastor Phil this morning and let us know if there is any way
we might be of service to you or your family.

Silent Reflection: "The Lord is knocking at the door of our hearts. Have we put a sign
on the doot saying: 'Do not disturb'?" ~ Pope Francis

ANNOUNCEMENTS

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELLS
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP

ONE:  The God who is greater than we will ever understand,
ALL:  is humbled to become one of us.

ONE:  The God who is more loving than our hearts dare imagine,
ALL:  gives us more grace than we ever realize.

ONE: The God who is wiset than we will ever know,

ALL: teaches us all we need to become God’s children.

* HYMN Jesu, Joy of Our Desiring INSERT

Portions reprinted [or adapted] by permission of United Church Press from Gathered
by Love: Worship Resources for Year C by Lavon Bayler. Copyright 2001.

Portions reprinted [or adapted] by permission of Thom M. Shuman from Bearers of
Grace and Justice: Lectionary Liturgies for Year C by Thom M. Shuman. Copyright 2012.



CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (#nison)

We are so easily confused by what the wotld tells us, O God, that we forget the
stoties of faith we heatrd as children. We are so fearful of tomorrow that we are
not aware of your Spitit with us today. We ate so busy wondering “what if?”
that we cannot hear the promises you whisper to us. Gracious God, have mercy
on us. You know our heatts so well — touch them with your grace. You see out
deepest featrs — heal them with your peace. You hear or secret longings — speak
to them with your hope. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
GLORIA PATRI 734

A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US (S if no children are in attendance)
Prayer for the children (unison):

We send blessings upon our children for all God’s love,

all Christ’s friendship and all the caring of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Song Response
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power,
send us grace.

SCRIPTURE:

Haggai 1:15b-2:9
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
Luke 20:27-38

HYMN Loving Spirit 135
© 1987 The Hymn Society

SERMON



NOVEMBER 9, 2025 (C) TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

HYMN I Want Jesus to Walk with Me 506

INVITATION TO OFFERING

DOXOLOGY:

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here belowy
praise him above, ye heavenly hosts; Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (uzison)

For the future glory of your church, we dedicate our gifts. Toward the reign of
love in our midst, we consecrate ourselves. O God of all the ages, show yourself
to us in our time. Work within us individually and among us as a community of
faith, that we may experience resurrection and carty your good news into our
wotld. Amen.

PRAYERS OF OUR CHURCH/SILENT PRAYERS/LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER RESPONSE Make Me a Servant 576
Make me a servant, bumble and meek,
Lord let me left up those who are weak;
And may the prayer of my heart always be:
Matke me a servant, make me a servant, make me a servant today.

*HYMN God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand 728
BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

Bulletin Cover Attribution:

Souls Being Catried Up to Heaven, (ca. 1390) from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project
of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib libtaty.vanderbilt.edu/act-
imagelink.plPRC=57195. Original source: https://commons.wikime-

dia.org/wiki/File:De Grey Hours f188.v The raising of souls to Heaven.png.




PRAISE AND THANKSCGIVING

Jesu, Joy of Our Desiring 328
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CHURCH ATTENDANCE, November 2, 2025

St. John’s —11 St. Jacob — 35

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

Pastor’s office hours: Tuesday through Thursday: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Secretary’s office houts: Tuesdays & Thursdays: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

St. Jacob Phone: (618-644-2142 / St. Jacob E-mail: stjucc@hometel.com
Website: stjacobucc.org

Pastor Phil Barbier: Phone: 314-312-2347 / E-mail: pastor@hometel.com

SERVING YOU TODAY
Council Person Ty Gansmann
Liturgist Angela Imming
Accompanist: Melissa Anderson Taylor

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

St. John’s: Kenzie Batker, Nancy McCaw, and Sean and Dustin,
sons of Margie & Wally Foxworthy

St. Jacob:  Carol Casperson, Loti Foley, Cathy Frutiger, Norma Logsdon,
Jackie Miller, Vernon Mendtip, Joanne Meyer, Kathy Ritter,
Sandy Rujawitz, David Schmidt, Loretta Tague, and Olin Zweck

IL South Conference: Each week the churches of the Illinois South Confetence are
asked to pray for congregations and their pastors and other ministries of the UCC, This
week we are asked to pray for:

Church & Pastors

- St. Paul UCC, Floraville - Pastor Matt (Laura) Friz
- Fieldon UCC, Fieldon

Retired Pastors

- Rev. Bob (Rev. Jan Dashner) Goddard




UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS

Darik Zobtist, Nov. 10
Alyson Brown, Nov. 15

CALENDAR/ANNOUNCEMENTS

WEDNESDAY: Every Ladies Fellowship meeting, 10 a.m.

NOVEMBER 17: St. Jacob Council meeting, 7 p.m.

NOVEMBER 20: St. John’s Council meeting, 7:15 p.m.

NOVEMBER 23: “Hanging of the Greens,” following worship at St. Jacob

HOYLETON’S HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS DRIVE

St. Jacob: This year we are providing gifts for children in residential care and foster
care through Hoyleton. On the table in the Narthex you will find a basket with
slips. Each slip lists possible gifts and has a number at the top. Thete is a sheet next to
the basket with the same number on it. Please put your name next to the slip you
take. The gifts are due at church by Sunday, Nov. 30, and we’ll get them to Hoyleton
that week. Please include the top half of the slip with the child's name on the gift.

St. John's: Again this year the council will be cootrdinating the purchase of gifts for
the children in residential care and foster catre through Hoyleton through their on-line
wish-list. Please place your donation in the envelope on the bulletin boatd.

ST. JACOB UCC SUNDAY SCHOOL
St. Jacob UCC Sunday School will be held from 9-10 a.m., Nov. 23, and Dec. 14 and
21. All children pre-K to 5" grade are invited to join the fun. To register, fill out the
online form at: https:/ /forms.gle/eWOKT tPzSm4DkVix5 or call 618-644-2142.

WALK WITH GOD
Come join our St. Jacob UCC walking group, called “Walk with God.” Anyone who
likes to take walks, be in nature and share in unity is encouraged to join us. We hope to
get members of the church together a couple times a week to walk and be visible in the
community. We will meet at the church and decide from there where we would like to
walk. Days and times are to be determined by the participants. If you’te intetested in
participating or for more information, contact the church office at 618-644-2142.




VOLUNTEER LITURGISTS AT ST. JACOB
We are looking for volunteers willing to read scripture, no long-term commitment, just
one Sunday at a time. Everyone from the congregation is invited to take part in helping
lead worship. There is a sign-up sheet located on the table in the Narthex.

SNOW SHOVELING
Winter weather will be here before you know it. Please volunteer to shovel the church
sidewalks. There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the Narthex. Thank youl

INCLEMENT WEATHER NOTIFICATION
In case of inclement weather, we have implemented the following procedure: No later
than 8 a.m., Sunday morning there will be a message on the church answering machine
(618-644-2142) stating whether church will be cancelled. Also, the cancellation of ser-
vice will be posted on our Facebook page and Channel 5.

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
With the inflation these past few months, use of local food pantries has been high, and
donations have been low. To help our communities we have a donation tub/box for
food pantry donations in the sanctuary at St. John’s and St. Jacob.
Items for St. John's (For Lebanon Matthew 25:40 Ministries): Canned goods
including: green beans, corns, carrots, mixed vegetables, stew, chili, soup, fruit, spaghetti
sauce, diced tomatoes, tomato sauce, potatoes (boxed/bags), Rice a Roni, macaroni and
cheese, pasta, Ramen noodles, Jello, pudding, peanut butter, jelly, ceteal, oatmeal,
powdered sugar, brown sugar, oil, Crisco, dish soap, laundry detergent (quart
bottles/sheets/pods), dryer sheets, paper towels, toilet paper, baggies
(sandwich/qt./gal.) plastic wrap, toilet bowl cleanet, and cleaning solution
Items for St. Jacob (Ministries Unlimited): Pop-tarts, oatmeal, cheese cracker
sandwiches, beef jerky, fruit cups, Vienna sausages, ketchup, mustard, broth, cooked
ham, pasta sauce, jelly, pancake mix, & syrup

BLESSING BOX LOCATED AT ST. JACOB UCC
The “Blessing Box™ (located on the east side of St. Jacob UCC) can use donations of
non-perishable food, hygiene products, and other items for those in need. Anyone can
donate -- items are anonymously given and received. Please consider blessing our
neighbozs in need, and if you are in need, please feel free to stop by.



FIRST LESSON: Haggai 1:15B-2:9
In the second year of Darius the king. On the twenty-first day of the seventh month, the Lord’s word came through
Haggai the prophet: Say to Judah’s governor Zerubbabel, Shealtiel's son, and to the chief priest
Joshua, Jehozadak’s son, and to the rest of the people:

Who among vyou is left who saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now?
Doesn’t it appear as nothing to you? So now, be strong, Zerubbabel, says the Lord. Be strong, High Priest Joshua,
Jehozadak’s son, and be strong, all you people of the land, says the Lord. Work, for [ am with you, says the Lord of
heavenly forces. As with our agreement when you came out of Egypt, my spirit stands in your midst. Don't fear.
This is what the Lord of heavenly forces says: In just a little while, I will make the heavens, the earth, the sea, and
the dry land quake. 1 will make all the nations quake. The wealth of all the nations will come. 1 will fill this house
with glory, says the Lord of heavenly forces. The silver and the gold belong to me, says the Lord of heavenly forces.
This house will be more glorious than its predecessor, says the Lord of
heavenly forces. | will provide prosperity in this place, says the Lord of heavenly forces.

SECOND LESSON: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17

Brothers and sisters, we have a request for you concerning our Lord Jesus Christ’s coming and when we are gathered
together to be with him. We don’t want you to be easily confused in your mind or upset if you hear that the day of
the Lord is already here, whether you hear it through some spirit, a message, or a letter supposedly from us. Don’t
let anyone deceive you in any way. That day won’t come unless the rebellion comes first and the person who is
lawless is revealed, who is headed for destruction. He is the opponent of every so-called god or object of worship
and promotes himself over them. So he sits in God’s temple, displaying himself to show that he is God. You
remember that | used to tell you these things while | was with you, don’t you?

But we always must thank God for you, brothers and sisters who are loved by God. This is because he chose you
from the beginning to be the first crop of the harvest. This brought salvation, through your dedication to God by the
Spirit and through your belief in the truth. God called all of you through our good news so you could possess the
honor of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold on to the traditions we taught you,
whether we taught you in person or through our letter. Our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father loved us
and through grace gave us eternal comfort and a good hope. May he encourage your hearts and give you strength
in every good thing you do or say.

GOSPEL: Luke 20:27-38
Some Sadducees, who deny that there’s a resurrection, came to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that
if a man’s brother dies leaving a widow but no children, the brother must marry the widow and raise up children for
his brother. Now there were seven brothers. The first man married a woman and then died childless. The second
and then the third brother married her. Eventually all seven married her, and they all died without leaving any
children. Finally, the woman died too. In the resurrection, whose wife will she be? All seven were married to her.”

Jesus said to them, “People who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage. But those who are considered
worthy to participate in that age, that is, in the age of the resurrection from the dead, won’t marry nor will they be
given in marriage. They can no longer die, because they are like angels and are God’s
children since they share in the resurrection. Even Moses demonstrated that the dead are raised — in the passage
about the burning bush, when he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.
He isn’t the God of the dead but of the living. To him they are all alive.”

From the Common English Bible Copyright © 2011



