


WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Match 2, 2025

We welcome all who are visiting with us today.
It is good to have you in worship with us. Please introduce yourself to
Pastor Phil this morning and let us know if there is any way
we might be of service to you or your family.

Silent Reflection: For the God on the mountain, is still God in the valley,
The God of the good times, is still God in the bad times, The God of the day, is
still God in the night. ~ Bill & Gloria Gaither

ANNOUNCEMENTS

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELLS
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP

ONE: From a cloud, and in a crowd, God speaks to us.
ALL:  Calling us to be lovers of justice and to share hope with the

broken.

ONE:  On mountaintops and in neighborhoods, Christ calls to us.

ALL: With a word, and with wonder, molding us into who we are.

ONE:  On the playground and at the workstation, the Spirit whispers into our
hearts.

ALL:  Gathering up our fears, as well as our dreams, and offering them to
God.

Bulletin Cover Attribution:

Anonymous. Transfiguration Mural (San Francisco, CA), from Art in the Christian Tradition, a
project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
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 *HYMN  When Morning Gilds the Skies 111
' CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

We admit that we are often afraid to come before you, Glotious Creator, for
if we do, you might see how our faces redden with anger when we speak
hurtful words, pale with fear of those who are different, or flush from the
depths of our desites. You reveal the mystery of your grace by pouring out
metcy upon us. As you bend down to listen, may we speak your love to all
those around us. As you call us into your presence, send us out to do your
justice to bring hope to the world. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
GLORIA PATRI 734

A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US

Prayer for the children (##ison):
We send blessings upon our children for all God’s love,
all Christ’s friendship and all the caring of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Song Response

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power,

send us grace. '

SCRIPTURE:
Exodus 34:29-35
Psalm 99

Luke 9:28-43a




HYMN Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 91
SERMON
INVITATION TO OFFERING

GIVE THANKS:

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, Give thanks because he’s
given Jesus Christ his Son. And now let the weak say ‘T am strong,” Let the poor say ‘1
am vich,” because of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

Thank you, God, for choosing us to speak for you and to act on your behalf.
It is an honor to share with others what you have entrusted to us. Our
offerings represent ourselves and the depth of our commitment. We
rededicate to you the talents, abilities, and resoutces you have placed in our
hands. May we be faithful in our mutual ministry. Amen.
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION - Insert
PRAYERS OF OUR CHURCH/SILENT PRAYERS/LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER RESPONSE Into My Heart 485

Into my beart, into my beart, come into ny heart, Lord Jesus.
Come in today, come in to stay, come into my heart, Lord Jesus.

* HYMN Be Thou My Vision 502

© Words: Public Domain; Music: 1989 Hope Publishing Company




BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE
SERVING YOU TODAY
Council Person: Audrey Yann
Liturgist Don Yann
Accompanist: Melody Hollis

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

St. John’s:  Shertry Christ, and Sean and Dustin, sons of Margie & Wally
Foxworthy

St. Jacob: Kirsten Bohnenstiehl, Edie Haller Bridges, Carol Casperson,
Matvin Doctet, Loti Foley, Sylvia Hoerchler, Norma Logsdon,
Jackie Miller, Datik Zobrist, and the family of Genny Armstrong

IL South Conference: Each week the churches of the Illinois South Conference
are asked to pray for congregations and their pastors and other ministries of the
UCC. This week we are asked to pray for:

Church & Pastors

- Pension Board- UCC National Staff- Rev. Krista Betz

- Godfrey Evangelical UCC- Rev. Tim (Rev. Janet Darmour-Paul)
Darmour-Paul

Retired Pastors

- Rev. Nancy (Kevin) Spier-Lee

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Sara King, March 2
Marsha & Jason Shirley, 20 years, March 5
Gary Warren, March 8




CHURCH ATTENDANCE, February 23, 2025

St. John’s —14  St. Jacob — 33

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION
Pastor’s office hours: Tuesday through Thursday: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Secretary’s office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
St. Jacob Phone: 618-644-2142 / St. Jacob E-mail: stjucc@hometel.com
Website: stjacobucc.org
Pastor Phil Barbier: Phone: 314-312-2347 / E-mail: pastor@hometel.com

BLESSING BOX LOCATED AT ST. JACOB UCC
The “Blessing Box” (located on the east side of St. Jacob UCC) can use donations of non-
perishable food, hygiene products, and other items for those in need. Anyone can donate
-- items are anonymously given and received. Please considet blessing our neighbors in
need, and if you are in need, please feel free to stop by.

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
With the inflation these past few months, use of local food pantties has been high, and
donations have been low. To help our communities we have a donation tub/box for food
pantry donations in the sanctuaty at St. John’s and St. Jacob.
Items for St. John's (For Lebanon Matthew 25:40 Ministries): Canned goods
including: green beans, corns, carrots, mixed vegetables, stew, chili, soup, fruit, spaghetti
sauce, diced tomatoes, tomato sauce, potatoes (boxed/bags), Rice a Roni, macatoni and
cheese, pasta, Ramen noodles, Jello, pudding, peanut buttet, jelly, cereal, oatmeal,
powdered sugar, brown sugar, oil, Ctisco, dish soap, laundty detergent (quatt
bottles/sheets/pods), dtyer sheets, papet towels, toilet papet, baggies (sandwich/qt./gal.)
plastic wrap, toilet bowl cleaner, and cleaning solution
Items for St. Jacob (Ministries Unlimited): Pop-tarts, oatmeal, cheese cracket
sandwiches, beef jerky, fruit cups, Vienna sausages, ketchup, mustard, broth, cooked ham,
pasta sauce, jelly, pancake mix, & syrup

Portions reprinted [or adapted] by permission of Abingdon Press from Létanies and Other Prayers for the Revised
Common Lactionary Year C by Phyllis Cole and Everett Tilson. Copytight 1991.

Portions reprinted [or adapted] by permission of United Church Press from Gathered by Love: Worship Resonrces for
Year C by Lavon Bayler. Copyright 2001.

Portions reprinted {or adapted] by permission of Thom M. Shuman from Bearers of Grace and Justice: Lectionary
Liturgies for Year C by Thom M. Shuman. Copyright 2012,




CALENDAR/ANNOUNCEMENTS

WEDNESDAY: Ash Wednesday, worship at St. Jacob UCC, 7 p.m.
MARCH 9: Strawbetty Festival committee meeting following worship

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY
This year’s Lenten Bible Study will be held each Wednesday, March 5 - April 9 at 7
p.m., and we’ll be using the book Lent in Plain Sight: A Devotion through Ten Objects by
Jill Duffield.

SUNDAY SCHOOL AT ST. JACOB
Sunday School will be held before worship (9-10 a.m.) the 2nd & 4th Sundays
through May and is open to all children kindergarten through 6th grade. For mote
details and registration information visit the St. Jacob UCC Facebook page
(facebook.com/stjacobucc).

ON-LINE GIVING OPTION
An on-line giving option is available on St. Jacob UCC’s web site | ST, JACOB UCC
(https:/ /stiacobucc.org/). There are two ways to access the on- |207 W. Main Street

line giving option: the first is the “DONATE” button located on n B

the top-tight corner of the “Home Page,” and the second is by
clicking on “RESOURCES” and then “DONATE.” If you have

any issues using the on-line giving option, please contact the DONATE
church office at (618) 644-2142. -

SNOW SHOVELING
We still have a couple weeks of winter remaining, and several weeks still need
volunteers to shovel the church sidewalks. Thete is a sign-up sheet on the table in
the Narthex. Thank you to all those who have volunteered!

*¥% THE UPPER ROOM (March-Aptil) magazines are available on the table in
the Narthex at St. Jacob.



MARCH 2, 2025 (€) TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY

FIRST LESSON: Exodus 34:29-35

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two covenant tablets in his hand, Moses
didn’t realize that the skin of his face shone brightly because he had been talking with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites
saw the skin of Moses’ face shining brightly, they were afraid to come near him. But Moses called them closer. So Aaron
and all the leaders of the community came back to him, and Moses spoke with them. After that, all the Israelites came near
as well, and Moses commanded them everything that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When Moses finished
speaking with them, he put a veil over his face. Whenever Moses went into the Lord’s presence to speak with him, Moses
would take the veil off until he came out again. When Moses came out and told the Israelites what he had been commanded,
the Israelites would see that the skin of Moses’ face was shining brightly. So Moses would put the veil on his face again until
the next time he went in to speak with the Lord.

SECOND LESSON: Psalm 99
The Lord rules — the nations shake! He sits enthroned on the winged heavenly creatures — the earth quakes!
The Lord is great in Zion; he is exalted over all the nations.
Let them thank your great and awesome name. He is holy!

Strong king who loves justice, you are the one who established what is fair. You worked justice and righteousness in Jacob.
Magnify the Lord, our God! Bow low at his footstool! He is holy!

Moses and Aaron were among his priests, Samuel too among those who called on his name.

They cried out to the Lord, and he himself answered them — he spoke to them from a pillar of cloud.

They kept the laws and the rules God gave to them.

Lord our God, you answered them. To them you were a God who forgives but also the one who avenged their wrong deeds.
Magnify the Lord our God! Bow low at his holy mountain because the Lord our God is holy!

GOSPEL: Luke 9:28-43a
About eight days after Jesus said these things, he took Peter, John, and James, and went up on a mountain to pray. As he
was praying, the appearance of his face changed and his clothes flashed white like lightning. Two men, Moses and Elijah,
were talking with him. They were clothed with heavenly splendor and spoke about Jesus’ departure, which he would achieve
in Jerusalem. Peter and those with him were almost overcome by sleep, but they managed to stay awake and saw his glory
as well as the two men with him.

As the two men were about to leave Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it’s good that we're here. We should construct three
shrines: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah” — but he didn’t know what he was saying. Peter was still speaking
when a cloud overshadowed them. As they entered the cloud, they were overcome with awe.

Then a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, my chosen one. Listen to him!” Even as the voice spoke, Jesus was found
alone. They were speechless and at the time told no one what they had seen.

The next day, when Jesus, Peter, John, and James had come down from the mountain, a large crowd met Jesus. A man from
the crowd shouted, “Teacher, | beg you to take a look at my son, my only child. Look, a spirit seizes him and, without any
warning, he screams. It shakes him and causes him to foam at the mouth. It tortures him and rarely leaves him alone. 1
begged your disciples to throw it out, but they couldn’t.”

Jesus answered, “You faithless and crooked generation, how long will | be with you and put up with you? Bring your son
here.” While he was coming, the demon threw him down and shook him violently. Jesus spoke harshly to the unclean spirit,
healed the child, and gave him back to his father. Everyone was overwhelmed by God’s greatness.

From the Common English Bible Copyright © 2011



SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

INVITATION

ONE: Jesus said: I am the bread of life. You who come to me shall not hunger; you who
believe in me shall never thirst.

ALL: In company with all who hunger for spiritual food, we come to this table to
know the risen Christ in the sharing of this life-giving bread.

COMMUNION PRAYER

ONE: God be with you

ALL: And also with you

ONE: Lift up your hearts

ALL: We lift them to God.

ONE: Let us give thanks to the God Most High.
ALL: Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

ONE: Holy God, out loving Cteatot, you are as close to us as our breathing, and you ate as
distant as the farthest stat. We thank you for your constant love for all you have
made. We thank you for all that sustains life, for all people of faith around the world
and of evety generation who have given themselves to your will, and especially
fot Jesus Christ, who you sent from youtr own being as our Savior. We praise you for
Christ’s birth, life, death, and resutrection, and for the calling forth of your church
for its mission in the wotld. Gifted by the presence of your Holy Spirit, we offer
outselves to you as we unite our prayets with the entire family of your faithful people,
everywhere and in every time:

ALL: Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the Highest!
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the Highest!

ONE: Merciful God, as sisters and brothets in faith, we recall anew these words and acts of
Jesus Christ. We remembet that Jesus ate and drank with the poor and with the
wealthy, with the sinful and righteous alike. When he saw the multitude that ~ fol-
lowed him with nothing to eat, he took some loaves of bread, and a few fish, and after
giving thanks to you he divided the bread and gave it to the multitude. And all ate
and were filled. When his attest seemed near, Jesus sat at table in an upper room,
with his closest friends and disciples. As he had done so many times before, he took




ONE:

AlL;

the bread and after giving thanks to you he shared it among the disciples, vowing to
continue his work in spite of the risk. He said, “I will not eat this again until it is
fulfilled in the kingdom of God. Do this in temembrance of me.”  Likewise, after
the meal, he took the cup and after giving thanks he gave it to them saying, “T'tuly I
tell you, I will never drink of the fruit of the vine until I drink it new with you in the
kingdom of God.” Do this as often as you dtink it, in temembrance of me.” For a
time it seemed that all was lost. Jesus was executed by the authorities, and his
disciples scattered in fear and despair. But at an evening meal in Emmaus, and at a
breakfast campfire by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus once mote took the bread, and after
giving thanks to you he divided it and gave it to his disciples, opening their eyes,
binding up their wounded hearts, continuing the meal, and  revealing plainly that
your steadfast love is stronger even than death, and your labor with us continues, for
the sake of your realm.

Therefore, let us proclaim the mystery of our faith.

: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Holy one, pour out your blessings on this food we have gathered for your people.
May it be multiplied like the loaves and fishes at Galilee and feed and bless them and
bring them closer to you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on this bread and cup, and on us, your children. Bless all
of us in our eating and drinking at this table that our eyes may be opened, and we may
recognize the risen Christ in our midst, in each other, and in all for whom Christ died.

Through Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spitit, all honor and gloty is yours, Al-
mighty God, now and forever. Amen.

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

Hosts are gluten free.
Juiice in the center ring and wine in the outer rings.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (unison)

Bountiful God, we give you thanks that you have refreshed us at your table by grant-
ing us the presence of Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one anothet,
and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.



