


WELCOME TO WORSHIP
September 1, 2024

We welcome all who are visiting with us today.
It is good to have you in worship with us. Please introduce yoursself to
Pastor Phil this morning and let us know if there is any way
we might be of service to you or your family.

Silent Reflection: Quote: "Above all else, know this: Be prepared at all times for
the gifts of God and be ready always for new ones. For God is a thousand times
mote ready to give than we are to receive” ~ Meister Eckhart

ANNOUNCEMENTS

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELLS
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP

ONE:  The Beloved comes, leaping over mountains, bounding over hills,

ALL: My Beloved speaks and calls me to arise and come away.

ONE:  The flowers appear, the time of singing has come, and the voice of the
turtledove is heard.

ALL:  The fig tree puts forth, the vines release, and the fragrance of love

is here.
ONE:  Aurise, Love calls us from labot to re-creation.
ALL:  We have come away to worship and sing love songs.

Bulletin Cover Attribution:
Photo (https:/ /unsplash.com/photos/ pouring-water-on-persons-hands-YpZ2cjdsOoo) by mrjn Photography
(https:/ /unsplash.com/@_mizjn_esf). Free to use under the Unsplash License (https://unsplash.com/license).



* HYMN Great is Thy Faithfulness 72
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (uison)

Loving, righteous God, our hearts are defiled with the wickedness you hate. You
have called us to yourself, but we have gone away. Forgetting yout iving Word, we
cling to dead traditions. Decetving ourselves, we abandon yout commandments.
Hypoctites, we honor you with our lips while our hearts are far from you. Cleanse
our hearts from evil intentions; cleanse our tongues from evil words so that our
worship may be pure and undefiled, and we may live with you in love for others.
Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
GLORIA PATRI
A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US

Prayer for the children (unison):
We send blessings upon our children for all God’s love,
all Christ’s friendship and all the caring of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Song Response

L.otd, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power,

send us grace.

SCRIPTURE:

Song of Solomon 2:8-13
James 1:17-27

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15. 21-23

HYMN Fairest Lord Jesus 123



SERMON
INVITATION TO OFFERING

GIVE THANKS:
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, Give thanks
because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son. And now let the weak say “l am
strong,” Let the poor say “I am rich,” because of what the Lord has done for
us. Give thanks!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unisor)

Living God, thank you for your gifts of life — fragrant flowers, fruitful vines, singing
creatures, and our own lives, renewed in Christ. We have given in response to your
wotrd. Let your grace infuse the gifts we offer with life-giving power for those in
need. Amen.

HYMN As We Gather at Your Table 695

Words: 1939 Flope Publishing Company; Music: 1992 Hope Publishing Company

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  (insert)
PRAYERS OF OUR CHURCH/SILENT PRAYERS/L.ORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER RESPONSE Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus

Tutrn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in bis wonderful face; and the things
of earth will grow strangely din in the light of bis glory and grace.

* HYMN Take My Life and Let it Be 466

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE



SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

INVITATION

ONE:

ALL:

Jesus said: T am the bread of life. You who come to me shall not hunger; you who
believe in me shall never thisst.

In company with all who hunger for spiritual food, we come to this table to
know the risen Christ in the sharing of this life-giving bread.

COMMUNION PRAYER

ONE:

ALL:

ONE:

Afl:

ONE:

All:

ONE:

ONE:

God be with you

And also with you

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to the God Most High.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Holy God, our loving Creator, you are as close to us as our breathing and you are as
distant as the farthest star. We thank you for your constant love for all you have
made. We thank you for all that sustains life, for all people of faith around the world
and of every generation who have given themselves to your will, and especially
for Jesus Christ, who you sent from your own being as our Savior. We praise you for
Christ’s birth, life, death, and resurrection, and for the calling forth of your church
for its mission in the wotld. Gifted by the presence of your Holy Spitit, we offer
ourselves to you as we unite our prayers with the entire family of your faithful people,
everywhere and in every time:

: Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the Highest!

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the Highest!

Metciful God, as sisters and brothers in faith, we recall anew these words and acts of
Jesus Christ. We remember that Jesus ate and drank with the poor and with the
wealthy, with the sinful and righteous alike. When he saw the multitude that  fol-
lowed him with nothing to eat, he took some loaves of bread, and a few fish, and after
giving thanks to you he divided the bread and gave it to the multitude. And all ate
and were filled. When his arrest seemed near, Jesus sat at table in an upper room,
with his closest friends and disciples. As he had done so many times before, he took



ONE:

AlL:

he bread and after giving thanks to you he shared it among the disciples, vowing to
continue his wotk in spite of the risk. He said, “I will not eat this again until it is
fulfilled in the kingdom of God. Do this in remembrance of me.”  Likewise, after
the meal, he took the cup and after giving thanks he gave it to them saying, “I'ruly I
tell you, I will never drink of the fruit of the vine until I drink it new with you in the
kingdom of God.” Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” Tor a
time it seemed that all was lost. Jesus was executed by the authorities, and his
disciples scattered in fear and despair. But at an evening meal in Emmaus, and at a
breakfast campfire by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus once more took the bread, and after
giving thanks to you he divided it and gave it to his disciples, opening their eyes,
binding up their wounded hearts, continuing the meal, and revealing plainly that
yout steadfast love is stronger even than death, and your labor with us continues, for
the sake of your realm.

Therefore, let us proclaim the mystery of our faith.

: Christ has died. Christis risen. Christ will come again,

Holy one, pout out your blessings on this food we have gathered for your people.
May it be multiplied like the loaves and fishes at Galilee and feed and bless them and
bring them closer to you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on this bread and cup, and on us, your children. Bless all
of us in our eating and dtinking at this table that our eyes may be opened, and we may
trecognize the tisen Christ in our midst, in each other, and in all for whom Christ died.

Through Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Al-
mighty God, now and forever. Amen,

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

Hosty are pluten free.
Juidce in the center ring and wine in the ouler rings.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (unison)

Bountiful God, we give you thanks that you have refreshed us at your table by grant-
ing us the presence of Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another,
and send us forth into the wotld in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.



SERVING YOU TODAY

Council Person Dian Gansmann
Liturgist Kay Guse
Accompanist Melissa Anderson

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

St. John’s:  Brian Bielong, June Boggy, Wally Foxworthy, Don Koenig,
Sharon Koenig, Christy Lanning, Fred Lanning, Cindy Roll, Roy Roll,
Dave Williams, and Sean and Dustin, sons of Margie & Wally
Foxworthy

St. Jacob:  Peggy Bohnenstiehl, Carol Casperson, Marvin Docter, Loti Foley,
Norma Logsdon, Gail Miller, Jackie Miller, Jane Schmidt, and
Carol Zweck

IL South Conference: Each week the chutrches of the Illinois South Conference
are asked to pray for congregations and their pastors and other ministries of the
UCC. This week we are asked to pray for:

Church & Pastors

-Marion Zion UCC- Rev. John (Sara) Holst

-Midway St. John's UCC- Rev. Lot (Wayne) Schafer

Retired Pastor

-Rev. Dr. Richard (Johann) Ellerbrake

Also, for Rev. Jim Langdoc for a quick recovery after a recent health procedure

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
John Zwweck, Sept. 1
Haylee Petchulat, Sept. 3
Diane & Sam Frey, 42 years, Sept. 4
Paul Baer, Sept. 5
Don Koenig, Sept. 6
Dianne Doll, Sept. 7




CHURCH ATTENDANCE, August 25, 2024

St. John’s — 11 St. Jacob — 32

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION
Pastor’s office hours: Tuesday through Thursday: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Secretary’s office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
St. Jacob Phone: 618-644-2142 / St. Jacob E-mail: stjucc@hometel.com
Website: stjacobucc.org
Pastor Phil Barbier: Phone: 314-312-2347 / E-mail: pastor@hometel.com

BLESSING BOX LOCATED AT ST. JACOB UCC
The “Blessing Box” (located on the east side of St. Jacob UCC) can use donations
of non-perishable food, hygiene products, and other items for those in need.
Anyone can donate -- items are anonymously given and received. Please consider
blessing our neighbors in need, and if you are in need, please feel free to stop by.

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

With the inflation these past few months, use of local food pantries has been high,
and donations have been low. To help our communities we have a donation
tub/box for food pantry donations in the sanctuary at St. John’s and St. Jacob.
Ttems for St. John's (For Lebanon Matthew 25:40 Ministries): Canned goods
including: vegetables, fruit, beans, soups, stews, pasta, chili, sloppy Joe, beef,
sausage, chicken, salmon, and tuna. Boxed goods including pasta & noodles, rice,
mashed potatoes, cereal, oatmeal, stuffing, and mac & cheese. Other pantry staples
including flour, sugar, peanut butter, jelly, pasta sauce, BBQ sauce, ramen, cake mix,
Jello, and pudding. Nonfood items including trash bags, storage bags, paper towels,
toilet paper, dish soap, & toiletties.

Items for St. Jacob (Ministries Unlimited): Pop-tarts, oatmeal, cheese cracker
sandwiches, beef jerky, fruit cups, Vienna sausages, ketchup, mustard, broth, cooked
ham, pasta sauce, jelly, pancake mix, & syrup

Portions u,paintcd by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word®
Worship Companion. Copyright 2015.

Portions reprinted [or adapted] by permission of United Church Press from Trumpet in Zion:
Worship Resources, Year B by Linda H. Hollies. Copyright 2002.



CALENDAR/ANNOUNCEMENTS

SEPTEMBER 11: Every Ladies Fellowship meeting, 10 a.m.
SEPTEMBER 16: St. Jacob Council meeting, 7 p.m.
SEPTEMBER 17: St. John’s Council meeting, 7:15 p.m.

WINNERS OF THE BBQ MEAT BONANZA DRAWING
The winners of the ELFs BBQ Meat Bonanza drawing held Aug. 25 are:

-First Place — Josh Holzhaeuser
-Second Place — DiAnn Rufer
-Third Place — Peggy Bohnenstiehl

Congratulations to the winners and thank you to everyone who supported this the
ELFs fundraiser! Proceeds raised will be used for mission giving, including
purchasing new armchairs for Heritage Hall, providing summer lunches, paying off
the delinquent lunch debts, supplying emergency supplies for DuBois Center
campers, and sponsoring a girl in Kentucky, etc.

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER E-MAIL OPTION

With the rising cost of postage, printing and mailing our quartetly newsletter, we
encourage you to consider having it e-mailed, instead of using traditional mail to
send the paper copy. If you would like to have our newsletter e-mailed, please
provide us with your preferred e-mail address at: stjucc@hometel.com

Also, if you cutrently receive our newsletter, and are no longer interested in receiving
it, please let us know, either by e-mailing us at: stjucc@hometel.com or by calling
the office at: 618-644-2142, and we will remove you from our newsletter mailing list.

VOLUNTEER LITURGISTS AT ST. JACOB
We are looking for volunteers willing to read sctipture, no long-term commitment,
just one Sunday at a time. Everyone from the congregation is invited to take part in
helping lead worship. There is a sign-up sheet located on the table in the Narthex.

*k THE UPPER ROOM (September-October) magazines are available on the
table in the Narthex at St. Jacob



SEPTEMBER 1, 2024 (B} FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

FIRST LESSON: Song of Solomon 2:8-13
Listen! !t's my lover: here he comes now, leaping upon the mountains, bounding over the hills, My loveris like a gazelle or
a young stag. Here he stands now, outside our wall, peering through the windows, peeking through the lattices.

My lover spoke and said to me, “Rise up, my dearest, my fairest, and go. Here, the winter is past; the rains have come and
gone. Blossoms have appeared in the land; the season of singing has arrived, and the sound of the turtledove is heard in
pur land. The green fruit is on the fig tree, and the grapevines in bloom are fragrant. Rise up, my dearest, my fairest, and
gO.

SECOND LESSON: James 1:17-27
Every good gift, every perfect gift, comes from above. These gifts come down from the Father, the creator of the heavenly
lights, in whose character there is no change at ali. He chose to give us birth by his true word, and here Is the result: we are
like the first crop from the harvest of everything he created.

Know this, my dear trothers and sisters: everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to grow angry. This is
because an angry person doesn't produce God’s rightecusness, Therefore, with humility, set aside all moral filth and the
growth of wickedness, and welcome the word planted deep inside you —~ the very word that is able to save you.

You must be doers of the word and not only hearers who mislead themselves. Those who hear but don't do the word are
like those who lock at their faces in a mirror. They look at themselves, walk away, and immediately forget what they were
like. But there are those who study the perfect law, the law of freedom, and continue Lo do it. They den't listen and then
forget, but they put it into practice intheir lives. They will be blessed in whatever they do.

If those who claim devotion to God dor't control what they say, they mislead themselves. Their devotion is worthless. True
devotion, the kind that is pure and faultless before God the Father, is this: to care fer orphans and widows in their difficulties
and to keep the world from contaminating us.

GOSPEL: Luke 20:27-38

The Pharisees and some legal experts from Jerusalem gathered around lesus. They saw some of his disciples eating food
with unclean hands. {They were eating without first ritually purifying their hands through washing. The Pharisees and all
the Jews don’t eat without first washing their hands carefully. This is a way of observing the rules handed down by the
elders. Upon returning from the marketplace, they don’t eat without first immersing themselves. They obsarve many other
rules that have been handed down, such as the washing of cups, jugs, pans, and sleeping mats.) So the Pharisees and legal
experts asked Jesus, “Why are your disciples not living according to the rules handed down by the elders but instead eat
food with ritually unclean hands?”

He replied, “Isaiah really knew what he was talking about when he prophesied about you hypocrites. He wrote,

This people honors me with their lips,
but their hearts are far away from me.
Their worship of me is empty
since they teach instructions that are human words.

You ignore God's commandment while helding on to rules created by humans and handed down to you.”

Then Jesus called the crowd again and said, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand. Nothing outside of a person can enter
and contaminate a person in God's sight; rather, the things that come out of a person contaminate the person.”

“It's from the inside, from the human heart, that evil thoughts come: sexual sins, thefts, murders, aduitery, greed, evil ac-
tions, deceit, unrestralned immorality, envy, insults, arrogance, and foolishness. All these evil things come from the inside
and contaminate a person in God’s sight.”

Fram the Commeon English Bible Copyright © 2011



