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WELCOME TO WORSHIP
November 19, 2023

We welcome all who are visiting with us today.
It is good to have you in worship with us. Please introduce yourself to
Pastor Phil this morning and let us know if there is any way
we might be of service to you or your family.

Silent Reflection: "When I found that I knew not only that there was God but
that I was a child of God, when I understood that, when I comprehended that, more
than that, when T internalized that, ingested that, I became courageous."

~ Maya Angelou

ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELLS
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP

ONE:  Lift up your eyes, seeking to know your God.
Attune your spitit to the One in whom we dwell.
ALL:  God’s love surrounds us here today.
God calls us to be children of light.
ONE:  We belong to the day when we have faith.
We live confidently in the hope of salvation.
ALL: We seek to be faithful to the best we know.
We want to invest the talents God give us.
ONE:  Faithfulness gives us a sense of greater abundance.
Doing justice adds to our sense of worth and dignity.
ALL:  We are here to build up one another.
May our worship encourage each of us today.

Bulletin Cover Attribution:
He Hid His Lord's Money, Church of St. Edward, King and Martyr, Corfe Castle, England; from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the
Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?PRC=57778.




* HYMN Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 721
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (wnison)

We are reluctant to face your judgment, all-knowing God. We know we have not
fully invested the talents you have entrusted to us. We hide them and hoard them,
tetreating into a false sense of security. We live in the nighttime of self-protecdon
rather than in the light of full participation in loving, faithful service. We seek to
escape your wrath by shrinking from life rather than investing ourselves in the tasks
to which you call us. Have mercy on us, O God. We want to be children of the
day—your day. Help us! Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
GLORIA PATRI

A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US

Prayer for the children (unison):
We send blessings upon our children for all God’s love,
all Christ’s friendship and all the caring of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Song Response
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

SCRIPIURE:
Judges 4:1-7
Psalm 123
Matthew 25:14-30



HYMN Lord, We Hear Your Word 671

Cr3YRT Hope Publishing Company

SERMON
HYMN God Has Spoken by the Prophets 667
Words: 1953, Renewal 1981 The Hymn Socicty; Musie: Pablic Do

INVITATION TO OFFERING

GIVE THANKS:
Give thanks with a grateful heatt, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks
because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son. And now let the weak say, “I am
strong,” Let the poor say, “I am rich,” because of what the Lord has done for
us. Give thanks!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unzson)

There is no escape from your judgment, O Spitit of Holiness, but neither can we
flee beyond your limitless love. We offer an accounting of our stewardship in and
beyond the offering of this day. Reshape our lives for joyous, responsive
patticipation in wotk that builds up the body of Christ. Use what we offer here to
biing encouragement and hope to many who have lost a sense of meaning for their
lives. Bless us and our offerings. Amen.

PRAYERS OF OUR CHURCH/SILENT PRAYERS/LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER RESPONSE Tutn Your Eyes Upon Jesus

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look fill in his wonderful face; and the things
of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of his glory and grace.

* HYMN We Praise You, O God 726
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE



SERVING YOU TODAY

Council Person Ty Gansmann
Liturgist Audrey Yann
Accompanist Melissa Anderson Taylor

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

St. John’s:  Don Koenig, Cindy Roll, Roy Roll, Kelly Weyant, and

Margie Foxworthy’s son Sean and stepson Dustin

St. Jacob:  Sandy Autry, Carol Casperson, Lort Foley, Carolyn Masterson,
Gail Miller, Ronald Rujawitz, Jane Schmidt, Jerry Schimnitt,
Carol Zweck, and the family of Kathy Gindler

IL. South Conference: Fach week the chutches of the Tlinois South Conference
are asked to pray for congregations and their pastors and other ministries of the
UCC. This week we are asked to pray for:

Church & Pastors

~-Marine UCC, Rev. Phil (Sandee) Kershner

-Murphysboro St. Peter's UCC, Rev. Lauren (Greg) Lambert-Goheen
Retired Pastor

-Rev. Jane Hillman, O'Fallon, IL

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS

Marie Gansmann, Nov, 20
Andrea Herkenhoff, Nov. 24
Jackie Miller, Nov. 24
Henry Peer, Nov. 24




CHURCH ATTENDANCE, November 12, 2023

St. John’s =12 St. Jacob — 38

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

Pastot’s office hours: Tuesday through Thursday: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
(Mondays by appointment)
Secretary’s office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
St. Jacob Phone: 618-644-2142 / St. Jacob E-mail: stjucc@hometel.com
Website: stjacobucc.org
Pastor Phil Batrbier: Phone: 314-312-2347 / E-mail: pastor@hometel.com

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
As we approach the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays, the
need for food assistance always grows. In preparation for this
holiday season, below are updated lists of items needed by our

local food pantries. Donation baskets are in the sanctuary at St.
John's & St. Jacob.

Requested items for St. John's (For Lebanon Matthew 25:40
Ministries): Canned goods including: vegetables, fruit, beans, soups, stews, pasta,
chili, and tuna. Boxed goods including: pasta & noodles, rice, mashed potatoes,
cereal, oatmeal, stuffing, and mac & cheese. Other pantty staples including: flour,
sugat, peanut butter, jelly, pasta sauce, BBQ sauce, ramen, cake mix, jello, and
pudding. Non food items including: trash bags, storage bags, paper towels, toilet
papet, dish soap, toiletries.

Requested items for St. Jacob (Ministries Unlimited): Jiffy corn muffin mix,
yams, pie filling, Jiffy pie crust mix, peanut butter, pasta, chili beans, instant potato
packets, rice 1-pound bags, & instant rice

Portions reprinted [or adapted] by permission of United Church Press from Gathered by Lore by
Lavon Bayler. Copyright 1994 by United Church Press.




CALENDAR/ANNOUNCEMENTS
TUESDAY: St. John’s Council meeting, 7:15 p.m.
THURSDAY: THANKSGIVING, church office is closed

ON-LINE GIVING OPTION
An on-line giving option has been added to St. Jacob’s web site. Currently you may
select this option by visiting the web site at: https://stjacobucc.org/ and clicking
on “RESOURCES” and then “DONATE.” In the future, there will be an option
to choose to donate on the main banner/page as well.

ST. JACOB NEEDS COUNCIL MEMBERS

St. Jacob needs members to serve on the church council. Currently we have only
10 of the 12 positions filled. Three of those 10 members will finish their term at the
end of this year, which will leave us with five positions vacant for 2024. Please
consider volunteering, it’s really a small commitment of your time, as the council
meets just once a month for about an hour, and then serving as the council person
for one month to assist at worship. The success of our church depends on
volunteers like you. For more information call the church office, 618-644-2142.

HOYLETON’S HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS DRIVE
St. Jacob: This year we are providing gifts for children in residential care and foster
care through Hoyleton. For those who picked up slips, the gifts are due back to
church by, Sunday, Nov. 26, and we will get them to Hoyleton that week. Please
include the top half of the slip with the child's name on the gift.

St. John's: Again this year the council will be coordinating the purchase of gifts
for the children in residential care and foster care through Hoyleton through their
Amazon wish-list. Please place your donation in the envelope on the bulletin board.

SNOW SHOVELING
Winter weather will be here before you know it. Please volunteer to shovel the
chutch sidewalks. There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the Narthx. Thank youl

VOLUNTEER LITURGISTS AT ST. JACOB
We are looking for volunteers willing to read scripture, no long-term commitment,
just one Sunday at a time. Everyone from the congregation is invited to take part in
helping lead worship. There is a sign-up sheet located on the table in the Narthx.



NOVEMBER 19, 2023 {(A) TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

FIRST LESSON: Judges 4:1-7
After Ehud had died, the Israelites again did things that the Lord saw as evil. So the Lord gave them over to King Jabin of
Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. The commander of his army was Sisera, and he was stationed in Harosheth-ha-geoiim. The
tsraelites cried out to the Lord because Sisera had nine hundred iron chariots and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly for
twanty years.

Now Deborah, a prophet, the wife of Lappidoth, was a leader of Israel at that time. She would sit under Deborah’s palm tree
between Ramah and Bethel in the Ephraim highlands, and the Israelites wouid come to her to settle disputes. She sent word
to Barak, Abinoam’s son, from Kedesh in Naphtali and said to him, “Hasn’t the Lord, Israel’s God, is-sued you a command?
‘Go and assemble at Mount Tabor, taking ten thousand men from the people of Naphtali and Zebulun with you. I'll lure
Sisera, the commander of labin’s army, to assemble with his chariots and troops against you at the Kishon River, and then
I'll help you overpower him.'”

SECOND LESSON: Psalm 123
| raise my eyes to you —you who rule heaven.
Just as the eyes of servants attend to their masters’ hand, just as the eyes of a fermale servant attend to her mistress” hand
—that’s how our eyes attend to the Lord our God until he has mercy on us.

Have mercy on us, Lord! Have mercy because we've had more than enough shame.
We've had more than enough mockery from the self-confident, more than enough shame from the proud.

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30
“The kingdom of heaven is like a man who was leaving on 2 trip. He called his servants and handed his possessions over to
them. To one he gave five valuable coins, and to another he gave two, and o another he gave one. He gave to each servant
according to that servant’s ability. Then he left on his journey.

“pfrer the man left, the servant who had five valuable coins took them and went to work doing business with them. He
gained five more. In the same way, the ane who had twe valuable coins gained two more. But the servant who had received
the one valuzble coin dug a hole in the ground and burled his master’s money.

“Now after a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. The one who had received
five valuable coins came forward with five additional coins. He said, ‘Master, you gave me five valuable coins. Look, I've
gainad five more.’

“His master replied, ‘Excellent! You are a good and faithful servant! You've been faithful over a little. I'll put you in charge of
much. Come, celebrate with me.

“The second servant also came forward and said, ‘Master, you gave me two valuable coins. Look, I've gained two more.”

“His rmaster replied, ‘Well done! You are a good and faithful servant. You've been faithful over a little. I'll put you in charge
of much. Come, celebrate with me.’

“Now the one who had received one valuable coin came and said, ‘Master, | knew that you are a hard man. You harvest
grain where you haven't sown. You gather crops where you haven’t spread seed. 5o | was afraid. And | hid my valuable coin
in the ground. Here, you have what's yours.’

“His master replied, ‘You evil and lazy servant! You knew that | harvest grain where | haven’t sown and that | gather crops
where | haven't spread seed? In that case, you shouid have turned my money over to the bankers so that when | returned,
you could give me what belonged to me with interest. Therefore, take from him the valuable coin and give it to the one who
has ten coins. Those who have much will receive more, and they will have more than they need. But as for those who don’t
have much, even the little bit they have will be taken away from them. Now take the worthless servant and throw him out
into the farthest darkness.’

“People there will be weeping and grinding their teeth.

From the Common English Bible Copyright € 2011



